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          First Presbyterian Church
             225 Church Street                    

            




    Jackson, OH  45640-1763

January 2025

                              “The Chimes”                                  Newsletter

	Happy New Year                 
--ANNUAL REPORTS are due in the church office Thursday,  January 9, 2025
--COFFEE HOUR every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall                                

--CHOIR REHEARSAL – Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  Plan to sing with us!
--LOOSE CHANGE SUNDAY – First Sunday of every month (January 5, 2025) to assist Deacons
--ORDINATION/INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS – January 12, 2025 during worship.  Also Holy Communion.

--BIBLE STUDY:  We will resume meeting Tuesday, January 7, 2025 and continue meeting each

   Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.  Hope you will plan to join us in the new year!
--DIACONATE  MEETING:  Tuesday, January 21, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 
--TRAVELING DINERS – Wednesday, January 8, 2025 – we will meet at Casa Grande in Jackson at 11:30 a.m.  
--PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) will meet Monday, January 20, 2025 – 12:30 p.m. All ladies 
  are invited!
--LADIES’ PRAYER TEA: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 – TBA
--ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING to review annual reports will be held Sunday, 
  January 19, 2025 following worship and lunch (provided) in Fellowship Hall.  Please plan to be present.

--Session will meet January 27, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.




Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Phone: 740-286-1928

    Fax:  740-286-1730

Pastor John E. Birkner     E-mail: johnbirkner@yahoo.com  

Website: http://www.firstpresbyterianofjackson.org/
                                     Facebook:  First Presbyterian Church of Jackson Ohio

Church E-mail: firstpres3@frontier.com 
THE SHEPHERD’S CROOKE

By the Rev. John E. Birkner

This past Sunday we and the community at large were privileged to listen to our own, Mary Elizabeth Billman perform, “A Christmas Organ Concert.”  From the first bars of “Ding, Dong, Merrily on High” (arranged by Young) to the final triumphant chords of Handel’s, “Hallelujah Chorus”, the 76 individuals who made up the audience had a rare opportunity to hear just what an exceptional instrument can do in the hands of an extraordinary talent.  My personal favorites were “O Holy Night”, (arranged by Lister/Hogan) which also featured Paul Hogue’s lyric rendition of the lead melody on trombone and “Comic Variations on Good King Wenceslas” by Hohman.  “Variation II:  An Elephant in the Basement” as well “Variation V:  Being Chased By the Elephant in the Basement” really must be heard to be believed!

But don’t just take my word for it.  If you were unable to be there or to watch it when it was livestreamed, you can still listen to it on YouTube, or by going to the church’s website (https://www.firstpresbyterianofjackson.org) and clicking on the Inspiration Now! Music Channel,  (Once there, click on “Videos” which is right under the, “M & J's Inspiration Now!” icon.)  YouTube, or the church’s Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchofJackson/), 

I have long believed that music—“the language of emotions”—can serve as an important entry point to the Christian faith as well as church participation for the non-Christian.  While clearly I did not know everyone who attended this concert or why, I can nevertheless assert there were Methodists, Presbyterians, Roman Catholics—to name but a few of the churches that were represented—in attendance.  All ages were there from still in the cradle to those firmly in the “golden years” of life.   Some present were family, church family, friends, community members, as well as fellow musicians.  But whatever occupation each person might have, whatever their relationship to Mary Elizabeth, whatever faith they may or may not have—a  common love of music brought all of them together for one glorious concert!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor John E. Birkner

PRESBYTERY NEWS:

January 11, 2025 -  Church Officers Training
Registration is now open for the Presbytery Church Officer Training on Saturday, January 11, 2025. We will have check-in starting at 9:00 a.m., and the event will finish by 11:30 a.m. Classes for elders and deacons will be held at two locations - Gahanna Mifflin Presbyterian Church and Chillicothe First Presbyterian Church.

*   *   *   *   *

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) Volunteer Work Trip Planning Team. If you are interested in being part of the planning team for a Presbytery-wide PDA volunteer work trip in 2025, please contact Rev. Emily Krause Corzine, emily@psvonline.org. The Commission for Justice, Outreach, and Education (CJOE) is forming a group within the Presbytery to plan, recruit volunteers, and engage this opportunity in 2025. Watch for more information once details are in place and how you can volunteer. Be part of the planning process, contact Emily.
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Partners in Education (PIE)
March 1, 2025 – PIE Event
“Visions and Dreams” PIE (Partners in Education) Saturday, March 1, 2025, at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Columbus with registration at 9:00 am. The event lasts until 2:30 p.m. and the $20 cost includes lunch from Freedom a la Carte. Our keynote speaker is Dr. Corey Schlosser-Hall, Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Deputy Executive Director of Vision, Innovation and Rebuilding. Eight exciting workshops will be offered, four in the morning and four in the afternoon, including Matthew 25 issues, children and youth ministry, a youth adult panel, making your church more visible, chair yoga, Lenten prayer practices and more.  

To register:  https://psvonline.org/event/pie-partners-in-education-event/
Per Capita Update from Elder Bob Patterson, Presbytery Treasurer.
The Presbytery approved an increase in Per Capita for 2025 to $44.00 per member. The Per Capita is made up of: Presbytery of Scioto Valley $29.76, Synod of the Covenant $3.40, and General Assembly $10.84.
Presbytery Makes An Impact with CWS Clean Up Buckets. A huge thank you to all who provided 141 clean up buckets Church World Service. Congregations and individuals also contributed $2,295 for this project through Church World Service. Thank you!!! The buckets were successfully picked up the Friday after the Presbytery meeting and transported to their destination. Thank you to Covenant Presbyterian church for housing them through the week. We know many of you also have contributed to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and for that we are grateful for your generosity!

Rev. Emily Krause Corzine 

Presbyter for Congregational Life and Transitions Presbytery.

	ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Sunday, January 19, 2025 – following worship & lunch 
(pizza, salad, dessert & soft drinks)
   The Annual Congregational Meeting to review annual reports will be held 
   following worship and lunch provided in Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
   January 19, 2025.  Please plan to be present for this meeting.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

  2 – Bill Ridgeway  

  3 – Bryan Wilson  

  7 – R. Mac Robbins

15 – Marlee Deaterla

17 – Austin Linley

19 – Bradley Wilson

24 – Kassidy Barrett Sublett
28 – Brittany Moore Womeldorf

ANNIVERSARIES

13 – Paul and Donna Hogue

Please call the church office to update the list. (740-286-1928)
THE TRAVELING DINERS
JANUARY 8, 2025 
11:30 a.m.
CASA GRANDE – JACKSON, OH 
· It’s time for Fellowship and Fun, AGAIN!!  
· This Second Wednesday, January 8 gathering for Adults - men, women, couples and singles are invited to enjoy a daytime outing for lunch.
Sympathy

--We offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to Randy and Elizabeth (Betsy) Terry and family in the recent loss of Randy’s brother Daryl Terry of Jackson, OH.

Please Note:  Annual Reports are due in the church office on Thursday, January 9, 2025.

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 

On Sunday, December 1, 2024 a Congregational Meeting was held following worship and the following officers were elected:

Elders – 3 Year Term
Charles (Chuck) Harley
Gordon (Jim) Reynolds
Deacons – 3 Year Term

Judy Wiggins
Kay Ervin
Deacon – 2 Year Term

Becky Gambino
Nominating Committee for 2025
Curt Wiggins
Mike Gambino
Nancy Jolly
Ordination/Installation of new officers to be held Sunday, January 12, 2025.

	PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW)
           JANUARY 20, 2025 – 12:30 p.m.
“Light Refreshments”
 Bible Study: Lesson Four – Becky Gambino

“Water Justice”
     Scripture: Genesis 1:2,6-7,9
Hostess: Susie Watson
Business Meeting: 

-Lenten Lunches                                    




Notes of Thanks
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers, the beautiful cards and your visits since I am residing at Holzer Assisted Living.  Also, to Pastor Birkner for his regular visits.

                                                                                   Betty Richards
  *   *   *   *   *

Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you for your generous gifts to us at Christmas time. So kind of 

you…and very much appreciated.  Your love and support make it a

 joy for us to be a part of this faith family. May God bless you and be

 with you in the year to come.
                 Pastor John & Joy, 
 Melody, Paul, Mary Elizabeth
*   *   *   *   *
ADOPT-A-FAMILY THANK YOU!!!!!!

Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, as we were able to adopt three families with a total of 11 children this holiday season and provide food. The caring and sharing of our church helps so much with this annual project each year.

Thank you and may God bless you,

The Deacons

	WHITE GIFT  -  THANK YOU

  Thank you everyone who participated, assisted and attended the 
  103rd Annual Christmas Eve White Gift Service.

  The White Gift offering totaled $331.65 and is designated to be used 

  for local missions.




DONATED FOOD ITEMS NEEDED FOR BLESSING BOX
Please donate nonperishable food items to the church if you are able.  We would like to have several food items available here at the church so we can keep the blessing box supplied.  Thank you for your help with this much needed mission. (Place in wooden food collection box located just inside the door.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary on a special Sunday, in memory or in honor of a loved one, in celebration of a special event, etc., just call the church office to schedule 740-286-1928.
Upcoming in 2025
--Groundhog Day Brunch Is Coming Back – Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 1, 2025 
   and keep watching for more details!
-- LifeLine Screening will be offered here again at FPC on Thursday, March 13, 2025 – more

   information to come.
_    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _    _

Please help us keep our records updated.  If you have not submitted this info in the past and would like to, or have any changes that need to be made, please complete this form and place it in the offering plate or drop it off in the church office.  Thank you!

Name__________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________________

Phone__________________________________________________

Cell Phone (optional) ______________________________________

Birthday________________________________________________

Anniversary_____________________________________________        
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JANUARY 2025
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	Happy New Year!


	Choir Rehearsal

6:30
	
	

	5
	6
	7
	8
	         9
	10
	11

	Loose Change Sunday


	Woman’s Literary Club
1:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

Epiphany of
the Lord

	Bible Study Resumes

 10:00 a.m.


	Traveling Diners

Casa Grande in Jackson
 11:30 a.m.


	Choir Rehearsal

6:30

Annual reports due in church office
	
	

	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	Ordination/

Installation 

of new officers
Communion
	 
	Bible Study

10:00 a.m.

	Ladies’ Prayer Tea 9:30 a.m.

TBA


	Choir Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.

	
	

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Annual  Congregational Meeting following worship & lunch provided

	Presbyterian Women (PW)

12:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

Birthday of

Martin Luther King, Jr.

	Bible Study

10:00 a.m.
Deacons

1:00 p.m.


	
	Choir Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.
	
	

	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	

	
	Session Meeting

6:30 p.m.


	Bible Study
10:00 a.m.


	
	
	
	


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

225 Church Street

Jackson, Ohio   45640-1763

Pastor contact information: Rev. John E. Birkner  

E-mail:         johnbirkner@yahoo.com
Cell Phone: 614- 421-8289   Home: 614-237-2275
Church Office: (740) 286-1928                       

Church Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Fax: 740-286-1730    
     
E-mail: firstpres3@frontier.com  

Website: http://www.firstpresbyterianofjackson.org/  

Facebook: The First Presbyterian Church of Jackson Ohio
Melody Morgan, Administrative Assistant
    

Office: 740-286-1928    Cell: 740-418-0754   Home 740-286-1514
Email: melody401@frontier.com or mlmorgan71@gmail.com 
     

Paul Hogue, Music Director                            
Home:  (740) 286-3071           Cell: 740-464-5501

Mary Elizabeth Billman, Organist                   
Home:  (740) 286-4862           Cell: 740-418-2720

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR – 10:00 a.m.
SUNDAY WORSHIP – 10:30 a.m.
                
CLERK OF SESSION –  Deanna Bragg

CHURCH TREASURER – Curt Wiggins 

SESSION MEMBERS:

2025 – Greg Ervin, Edie Ridgeway
2026 – Mary Nutt, Deanna Bragg
2027 – Jim Reynolds, Chuck Harley
 SESSION COMMITTEES:

SUPPORT –                                                           Curt Wiggins, Treasurer
   -Buildings and Grounds, Finances, Personnel, Stewardship, Technology

OUTREACH – Mary Nutt, Greg Ervin 

   -Church Growth, Implementation Team, Mission and Outreach, Member Care (Diaconate)

NURTURE – Edie Ridgeway, Deanna Bragg
   -Fellowship, Spiritual Formation (replacing Christian Education), Worship

DIACONATE MEMBERS:

2025 – Donna Hogue, Barb Crusan
2026 – Rhea Shupe, Becky Gambino
2027 – Kay Ervin, Judy Wiggins
DIACONATE COMMITTEES:
Home Bound Members Visitation – Rhea Shupe, Donna Hogue
Hospitality/Bereavement – Becky Gambino, Rhea Shupe, Donna Hogue, Mary Nutt, Judy Wiggins
Bread Ministry – Becky Gambino 

Cards – Barb Crusan 

Caring and Sharing – Donna Hogue 

Welcome Bags – Becky Gambino  
We-Care Posters – Judy Wiggins
“THE CHIMES” NEWSLETTER – Coordinating & Layout – Printing & Mailing – Melody Morgan
